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A Year in Review

During worship this morning, our prayers and concerns were almost exclusively of thanksgiving for milestones in our 
lives or the lives of those closest to us. In contagion-like fashion, one person suddenly remembered a child’s recent 
birthday, which sparked the memory of someone else celebrating an anniversary, thus reminding another person 
of their spouse’s upcoming birthday. This went on for some time until my prayer list ran almost the full length of the 
page. This morning in late July, our prayers were heavily punctuated with notes of thanksgiving for the milestones of 
life. 

It seems only fitting, then, to celebrate still one more: as of this writing, you and I now celebrate one year of ministry 
together.

Last July, I joined you in worship for the first time, and we began those awkward fumbling and bumbling movements 
with which all good relationships begin. In the months between then and now, I’ve sat on your couch or next to you in 
the hospital room; I’ve grieved with you over the death of a child, a sibling, or a parent; I’ve managed the improbable 
by arriving at Saturday morning breakfast earlier than the breakfast’s head chef; I’ve taught Sunday school and 
midweek Bible study; I’ve held your children in my arms as the Spirit of God ushered them into the Church. I’ve 
learned guitar from you and had coffee with you. I’ve met you on Saturday mornings to spend time in small group 
fellowship; I’ve mowed the grass, trimmed the trees, and even helped lay a bit of flooring. And nearly every week, I’ve 
joined my voice with yours in praise and thanksgiving; just as often, I’ve endeavored to speak God’s ever-fitting Word 
for you to hear. 

But all of this is really a testament to you, the people of God at Hopewell UMC. Why? Because I’ve only been able to 
do and discover these things at your invitation. From my first day to today, you welcomed me into parts of your lives I 
have no right to be in. You gave me deference when I spoke and grace when I spoke poorly. You supported both my 
life and my ministry, and so you were and are what every pastor prays for: the Church. 

You have been the Church this past year, Hopewell, and you have allowed me to be your pastor. I wonder whether 
you know how remarkable that is. And so the words I wrote to you last July deserve an encore: It seems my call is to 
be a pastor, and I remain beyond thrilled to be yours. Thanks be to God and to you for so great a gift.

Sincerely,

Joshua H. Barnes
Pastor
Hopewell United Methodist Church
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Country Breakfast Buffet 
Saturday, August 17th (7 - 10 am)
Menu: Country Ham, Neese’s Sausage, Neese’s 
Bacon, Scratch Made Biscuits and Pancakes, Eggs, 
Sausage Gravy, Grits and choice of Beverage

Saturday, September 21tst (7 - 10 am)  
EXTRA Special Breakfast!  Menu: Country Ham, Neese’s 
Sausage, Neese’s Bacon, Scratch Made Biscuits and 
Pancakes, Eggs,Sausage Gravy, Grits and choice of 
Beverage PLUS -  Made to order Belgian Waffles and 
Omelets and Hashbrown Casserole
 Adults - $8, Kids 6-12 yrs. - $3, Kids 5 & Under - Free
All proceeds go to Hopewell’s Building Fund.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Not a morning person? Can’t cook?  
Consider helping with the clean up? Dishwashers are NEEDED! 

free Community Dinner
Friday, August 9th, (5 - 7 pm)

Menu: BBQ Pork, Baked Beans, Slaw,
 Rolls, Dessert and Drink

Friday, September 13th, (5 - 7 pm)
Menu: Pizza Casserole, Salad Bar, 

Garlic Toast, Dessert and Drink

HERE’S HOW YOU CAN HELP:  Deliver meals to our shut-ins 
between 5-6 pm. It takes less than an hour and means so much 

to those who receive the meal and fellowship!
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Monday, August 12th, 10:00 a.m.
Hostess: Georgia Wagoner

Hands on Mission: School Supplies for 
Hopewell Elementary

Monday, September 9th, 10:00 a.m.
Hostess: Joann Hedgecock

Hands on Mission: Snacks for 
Hopewell Elementary

Please Remember in Your Prayers . . . 
Bill & Pat Essick, Magdalene Manring, Darrell Kennedy, 
Christina Linebeck, Gary Parks, Susan Savina, Margaret Stephenson,
Larry Hill, Randy Robbins, Tammy Keele, Keith Clark, Daniel Bowick

Our Nursing Home Residents:  
Ruth Swaim (Brookdale Resident)
Dot Brower (CrossRoad Resident)
Peggy Wilson (Graybrier Resident)

Our Homebound Members:  
Bill & Helen Hutchins
James & Betty Lambeth
Jane Healy
Mary Shively
                   

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS
Calling students of ALL ages!  If you are attending 
school this fall, we want to pray for you!  Bring your 
backpacks, messenger bags, and totes to worship on 
Sunday, August 25th. There will be a special time 
during the service for us to pray over you as we enter 
this new school year. 

CHOIR
The Hopewell United Methodist Choir would like to invite anyone who 
has a passion for singing to join us in our Music Ministry.  There is no 
musical background required, but you will need a sense of humor and 
a love for “making a joyful noise!”

We meet every other Wednesday evening from 6:00pm - 7:30pm.

Our upcoming choir dates are:  
August 7th
August 21st
September 4th
September 18th

Monday, August 12th, 7:00 p.m.
Program: Lisa Hedgecock

Hands on Mission: School Supplies
for Hopewell Elementary

Monday, September 9th, 7:00 p.m.
Program from Response Magazine

Hands on Mission: Snacks for 
Hopewell Elementary

UMW at work
United Methodist Women 
has a purpose - 

to know God and to experience 
freedom as whole persons 
through Jesus Christ ; and turning 
faith, hope and love into action 
on behalf of women, children and 
youth around the world. 

Join us!

Our Northern Piedmont District 
United Methodist Women will 
celebrate at our annual meeting on 
September 7th from
10:00am - 12:00pm.

Our Western North Carolina 
Conference Annual Celebration 
will be September 13th - 15th at 
Lake Junaluska.

D a y  C i r c l e

N i g h t  C i r c l e

HOPEWELL PRESCHOOL
Hopewell’s Preschool Year begins Tuesday, September 3rd for two-day
(Tuesday – Thursday) students and five-day students. Our three-day 
(Monday-Wednesday-Friday) students will start on Wednesday, September 4th. 
The staff will have workdays on Monday, August 26th and Tuesday, August 27th, 
with Open House on Thursday, August 29th from 6:00pm - 8:00pm.

Returning teachers are Mrs. LuAnn Ward, Mrs. Margaret Holden, and 
Mrs. Heather Vineyard. 

Mrs. Lori, our music teacher, is already making plans for this year, as well as Pastor 
Josh. He will entertain the Pre-K classes on Wednesdays for Chapel time. 

We want to welcome two new teachers this year to our staff. 

Mrs. Ginger and her husband Jeff moved to Randolph County four years ago when 
he retired as an Army Officer. Their son, Willis, graduated from Hopewell UMC 
Preschool this past spring after attending for three and a half years. Mom said, “He 
loved it!” Mrs. Frembling has worked with NC Cooperative Extension as a 4-H agent 
in Chowan and Davidson County for a total of 10 years. She has also been a
museum educator and public folklorist in NC and several other states for many 
years throughout her professional career. They currently live on a small farm in 
Archdale that they are turning into an herb and lavender farm. They also raise 
chickens and have started beehives this spring. She is a fiber artist, specializing in 
weaving but also enjoys knitting, crocheting, and quilting. She will be our five-day 
Pre-K teacher.

Ms. Christina Maness has been a resident of Randolph County most of her life. She 
has her Early Childhood Credentials with extra credit hours in the education field 
and has worked in various daycare settings. She loves working with children and 
their families in helping with their educational and future goals. A very 
family-oriented person, Ms. Christina enjoys spending time with her kids and family, 
being outside and doing activities with her family. She has a son and two 
daughters. Ms. Christina is also planning a March wedding, and she will be our 
three-day Pre-K teacher.

We are looking forward to another year!


